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To require the reorganization of the Forest Service under the Department of the Interior, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Lee introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on  __________  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “Forest Service Reorganization Act of 2025”.
TITLE I—FOREST SERVICE REORGANIZATION
SEC. 101. REORGANIZATION OF THE FOREST SERVICE UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.
(a) Transfer of Functions.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months after the date of enactment of this Act, the Forest Service shall be transferred to the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Interior.
(2) REQUIREMENT.—All functions, powers, duties, personnel, records, property, and unexpended balances of appropriations, allocations, and other funds of, employed by, used by, held by, or available to the Forest Service on the date of the transfer of jurisdiction under paragraph (1) shall be transferred to the Secretary of the Interior.
(b) Preservation of Authorities.—All valid authorities, rules, regulations, permits, contracts, cooperative agreements, and programs of the Forest Service in effect as of the date of the transfer of jurisdiction under subsection (a)(1)—
(1) shall remain in full force and effect; and
(2) shall be administered by the Secretary of the Interior.
(c) Chief of the Forest Service.—
(1) APPOINTMENT BY THE PRESIDENT; SENATE ADVICE AND CONSENT.—The President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, the Chief of the Forest Service.
(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—An individual appointed under paragraph (1) shall have substantial experience and demonstrated competence in forest and natural resources management.
(3) COMMITTEE REFERRAL.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Any nomination of an individual to be the Chief of the Forest Service submitted to the Senate for confirmation, and referred to a committee, shall be referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate.
(B) RULES OF SENATE.—Subparagraph (A) is enacted—
(i) as an exercise of the rulemaking power of the Senate, and as such is deemed a part of the rules of the Senate and supersedes other rules only to the extent that they are inconsistent with such rules; and
(ii) with full recognition of the constitutional right of the Senate to change the rules at any time, in the same manner, and to the same extent as in the case of any other rule of the Senate.
(4) APPLICATION TO INCUMBENT.—Notwithstanding any service by an individual serving in the position of Chief of the Forest Service on the date of the transfer of jurisdiction under subsection (a)(1), the President shall submit to the Senate a nomination for an individual to be the Chief of the Forest Service not later than 30 days after that date.
(5) ORGANIZATIONAL PLACEMENT.—The Chief of the Forest Service shall report to the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Land and Minerals Management.
(6) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This subsection shall take effect on the date of the transfer of jurisdiction under subsection (a)(1).
(d) Committee Referral.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Proposed legislation, messages, petitions, memorials and other matters relating primarily to public lands and forests, including farming, grazing, entry, and easements thereon, forestry, forest reserves (regardless of whether created from the public domain), and wilderness areas administered by the Forest Service shall be referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate and the Committee on Natural Resources of the House of Representatives.
(2) RULES OF SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.—Paragraph (1) is enacted—
(A) as an exercise of the rulemaking power of the Senate and the House of Representatives, and as such is deemed a part of the rules of the Senate and the House of Representatives, respectively, and supersedes other rules only to the extent that they are inconsistent with such rules; and
(B) with full recognition of the constitutional right of the Senate and the House of Representatives to change the rules at any time, in the same manner, and to the same extent as in the case of any other rule of the Senate or the House of Representatives.
(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This subsection shall take effect on the date of the transfer of jurisdiction under subsection (a)(1).
SEC. 102. WILDLAND FIRE SERVICE.
(a) Definitions.—In this section:
(1) AGENCIES CONCERNED.—The term “agencies concerned” means—
(A) the Bureau of Land Management;
(B) the National Park Service;
(C) the United States Fish and Wildlife Service;
(D) the Bureau of Indian Affairs;
(E) the Office of Wildland Fire; and
(F) the Office of Aviation Services.
(2) WILDLAND FIRE FUNCTIONS.—The term “wildland fire functions” means wildland fire prevention, planning, preparedness, operations, suppression, mitigation, recovery, and science.
(b) Renaming.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Office of Wildland Fire shall be known and designated as the Wildland Fire Service.
(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any law, regulation, document, map, paper, or other record of the United States to the Office of Wildland Fire shall be deemed to be a reference to the Wildland Fire Service.
(c) Unification of Jurisdiction; Transfer.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—There shall be transferred to the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the Chief of the Wildland Fire Service, all functions, powers, duties, personnel, records, property, and unexpended balances of appropriations, allocations, and other funds of, employed by, used by, held by, or available to—
(A) the agencies concerned with respect to wildland fire functions not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act; and
(B) the Forest Service on the date of the transfer of jurisdiction under section 101(a)(1).
(2) COORDINATION.—Until the date of the transfer of jurisdiction under section 101(a)(1), the Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the Chief of the Forest Service, shall use existing authorities to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of wildland fire management in coordination with the agencies concerned and the Wildland Fire Service.
(d) Preservation of Authorities.—All valid authorities, rules, regulations, permits, contracts, cooperative agreements, and programs of the agencies concerned and the Forest Service in effect as of the date of the applicable transfer under subsection (c) with respect to wildland fire functions—
(1) shall remain in full force and effect; and
(2) shall be administered by the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the Chief of the Wildland Fire Service.
(e) Chief of the Wildland Fire Service.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Wildland Fire Service shall be headed by a Chief of the Wildland Fire Service, who shall be appointed by the Secretary of the Interior.
(2) INITIAL APPOINTMENT.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the date of establishment of the Wildland Fire Service, the Secretary of the Interior shall appoint a Chief of the Wildland Fire Service in accordance with this subsection.
(B) UNIFICATION OF JURISDICTION.—The Chief of the Wildland Fire Service shall oversee the unification of jurisdiction of the agencies concerned pursuant to subsection (c)(1)(A).
(3) QUALIFICATIONS.—An individual appointed under this subsection shall have appropriate wildland fire management experience commensurate with the position.
(4) SENIOR EXECUTIVE SERVICE.—The Chief of the Wildland Fire Service shall be a position in the Senior Executive Service (as defined in section 2101a of title 5, United States Code).
(5) ORGANIZATIONAL PLACEMENT.—The Chief of the Wildland Fire Service shall report to the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Land and Minerals Management.
(f) Interagency Fire Center Structures.—The Secretary of the Interior, in the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior, may keep operational interagency fire center structures as subcomponents of the Wildland Fire Service.
(g) National Headquarters.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The National Interagency Fire Center located at 3833 South Development Avenue, Boise, Idaho, shall be known and designated as the “National Headquarters of the Wildland Fire Service”.
(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any law, regulation, document, map, paper, or other record of the United States to the Center described in paragraph (1) shall be deemed to be a reference to the National Headquarters of the Wildland Fire Service.
SEC. 103. RULEMAKING AND IMPLEMENTATION.
(a) In General.—The Secretary of the Interior, in coordination with the Secretary of Agriculture, shall promulgate rules and take other actions necessary to carry out this title.
(b) Transition of Personnel.—The transition of all personnel required under this title shall be completed not later than 18 months after the date of enactment of this Act.
SEC. 104. REFERENCES; COORDINATION.
(a) References.—Any reference in any law, regulation, document, map, paper, or other record of the United States to—
(1) the Department of Agriculture or the Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the Forest Service or the Chief of the Forest Service, shall be deemed to be a reference to the Department of the Interior or the Secretary of the Interior, respectively, acting through the Forest Service or the Chief of the Forest Service, respectively;
(2) the Forest Service or the Chief of the Forest Service, acting under the Department of Agriculture or the Secretary of Agriculture, shall be deemed to be a reference to the Forest Service or the Chief of the Forest Service, respectively, acting under the Department of the Interior or the Secretary of the Interior, respectively;
(3) the Department of Agriculture or the Secretary of Agriculture with respect to any of the functions, powers, duties, personnel, records, property, unexpended balances of appropriations, allocations, and other funds, authorities, rules, regulations, permits, contracts, cooperative agreements, and programs transferred to the Secretary of the Interior by this title shall be deemed to be a reference to the Department of the Interior or the Secretary of the Interior, respectively.
(b) Interagency Coordination and Consultation.—
(1) WITH DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR.—Any coordination or consultation required by any provision of law to be carried out between the Forest Service and the Department of the Interior shall not be required.
(2) WITH DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AGENCIES.—Any coordination or consultation required by any provision of law to be carried out between the Forest Service and an agency of the Department of Agriculture shall be carried out in such manner as the Secretary of the Interior, in consultation with the Secretary of Agriculture, determines to be appropriate.
(c) Conforming Amendment.—The first section of the Act of February 1, 1905 (33 Stat. 628, chapter 288; 16 U.S.C. 472), is amended by striking “the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture” and inserting “the Secretary of the Interior”.
(d) Effective Date.—This section shall take effect on the date of the transfer of jurisdiction under section 101(a)(1).
SEC. 105. SAVINGS PROVISIONS.
(a) Continuing Effect.—Nothing in this title shall affect any existing contract, legal agreement, or memorandum of understanding in effect on the date of enactment of this Act.
(b) Continuing Operations.—The Secretary of Agriculture, in coordination with the Secretary of the Interior, shall ensure that the implementation of this title does not disrupt ongoing wildfire suppression operations, forest management programs, rulemakings, or any other ongoing operations within the Forest Service.
TITLE II—PREMIUM PAY WAIVER FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYEES
SEC. 201. WAIVER OF OVERTIME CAPS FOR WILDLAND FIREFIGHTERS.
Section 1701 of the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act (5 U.S.C. 5547 note; Public Law 117–43) is amended—
(1) in subsection (a)(1)—
(A) in the first sentence, by striking “2021 or 2022 or 2023 or 2024” and inserting “2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2026, or any calendar year thereafter”; and
(B) in the second sentence—
(i) by striking “Services” and inserting “services”; and
(ii) by striking “subsection” and inserting “subsection.”;
(2) in subsection (b), by striking “2021 or 2022 or 2023 or 2024” and inserting “the applicable calendar year”; and
(3) in subsection (c), by striking “2021 or 2022 or 2023 or 2024” and inserting “the applicable calendar year”.
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